
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 18 March 2014] 

 p1328e-1329a 
Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Colin Barnett 

 [1] 

STATE FINANCES — DEBT LEVELS 

136. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Exactly which of the state’s assets will the government sell now that the 
Premier has raised the issue? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
The government is yet to decide that. We have received a report on various assets. I have yet to read that, but I 
will, as will obviously the Treasurer. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member has lost the plot! 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am just wondering what is going on, Mr Speaker. 

As I have said, we are not going to sell enterprises such as the Water Corporation or Western Power. We are not 
going to sell the Lotteries Commission, but we will — 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, you can put your name down for a question. I call you to order for 
the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: For a government that has been adding to the assets of this state at a rate of around 
$7 billion to $8 billion a year, with an enormous investment in health, education, infrastructure and sporting 
facilities, it makes some sense that as we — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As we continue to build the asset base of the state, it is sensible that some previously 
established assets, perhaps long-owned, may be divested into the private sector. We will do that in a very 
careful — 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That will be an orderly process. The government is yet to make any decision on an asset 
sale but will do so during the course of this calendar year. 
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